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Resources for Learning Hebrew Cursive and Rashi Script

There are three styles of the alef-bet that you will encounter while learning Talmud. The Talmud
proper (Mishna and Gemara) is printed in block letters, which is the standard form of Hebrew
writing found in most printed works. Our teachers will frequently write on the board with
‘cursive’ letters. This script is the style of Hebrew handwriting that has become normative for
Modern Hebrew speakers. Knowing this script will not only help you read your teachers’ writing,
it will also make your own note-taking much faster. Finally, some commentaries published
alongside the Talmud text (e.g., Rashi and Tosefot) are printed in an alternative font known as
Rashi script. This printing convention was adopted so that these texts would be easily
distinguished from the Mishna and Gemara—you can think of Rashi script in this context as
Hebrew italics.

Below is a table showing the form of the alef-bet in all three styles. Tip: Highlight the letters in
cursive and Rashi script that look significantly different from their familiar block counterparts.

There are actually only a handful that are not easily recognizable. Also, pay special attention to
the differences between letters that look similar—for example, lamed and tzadi in Rashi script.
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Practice reading the cursive text below.
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GENESIS 1:1-5
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MISHNAH AVOT 1:1-2
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Fill out the worksheets on the next three pages to get a feel for writing Hebrew in cursive.



Next, try copying the same texts from block into cursive.
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Finally, try reading these texts in Rashi Script.
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